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IS ANYTHING HAPPENING?
My Life as a Newsman
Robin Lustig

In the days before mobile phones, the internet and 24-hour news channels,
the easiest way for a British foreign correspondent to find out what was
going on in the world was to phone the local office of Reuters news agency
and ask: ‘Is anything happening?’
That’s how the award-winning BBC reporter and presenter Robin Lustig
started out in journalism, working for Reuters as an agency man. During a
distinguished career spanning more than forty years, he watched the world
of news change beyond recognition, as he reported on terror attacks, wars
and political coups.
In this witty and illuminating memoir, Lustig looks back on his life as a
newsman, from coming under fire in Pakistan to reporting on the fall of the
Berlin Wall; from meeting Nelson Mandela to covering Princess Diana’s
sudden death.
Back in the studio, Lustig lets us in through the BBC’s back door for a candid,
behind-the-scenes look at some of his triumphs and disasters working for the
nation’s favourite broadcaster. He writes of his childhood as the son of
refugees from Nazi Germany and, drawing on thirty years of reporting about
the Middle East, he comes to a startling conclusion about the establishment
of the state of Israel.
Astute, incisive and frequently hilarious, Is Anything Happening? is both an
irresistible personal memoir and an insightful reflection on world events over
the past forty-five years.
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A warm and illuminating memoir from a revered journalist and
broadcaster.
A mixture of personal memoir and opinion on the significance of the
events he covered.
Serialisation rights under negotiation, strong interest from print and
broadcast media.

Robin Lustig is a British journalist and radio broadcaster. He started his
career in journalism as foreign correspondent with the news agency Reuters,
before moving onto The Observer for twelve years. He joined the BBC in
1989, presenting programmes such as The World Tonight, Newsstand, Stop
Press, and File on 4 for Radio 4, and Newshour on the BBC World Service.
“This memoir is everything you would expect from its author: intelligent,
shrewd, witty, civilised and great company. He lifts the lid on life within BBC
newsrooms and captures the fun of touring the world’s trouble spots as an
eyewitness to great events and interviewing the lead characters. Along the
way, he reminds us why serious journalism still matters.”
Richard Sambrook, professor of journalism, Cardiff University, and former
director, BBC News
“Robin Lustig’s memoir is an engaging mix of anecdote, reportage, reflection
and the odd bit of gossip – as good a late-night companion as his voice on
Radio 4’s The World Tonight.”
Lindsey Hilsum, international editor, Channel 4 News
“A wonderfully evocative and sympathetic memoir.”
Mark Damazer, Master, St Peter’s College, Oxford, and former controller,
BBC Radio 4
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