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THE GIFT MAKER

...like Alice and Wonderland meets Nightmare on Elm Street
with a dash of a trip of on acid thrown in just for fun…

Mark Mayes

Late one night, Thomas Ruder receives a strange and
anonymous package: a small blue box. Another such item is
delivered to his girlfriend Liselotte Hauptmann. These ‘gifts’ will
change their lives forever. In the far-off border town of Grenze,
a play is to be performed at the Sheol Theatre. Reynard the
impresario expects a very special audience.
Thomas and Liselotte, together with their friend Johann, are
drawn into Reynard’s seductive web – and if they are to be
saved, Daumen the gift maker must decide who his master
really is.
The Gift Maker is a story about identity, about fulfilling your
dreams and becoming the person you always were, at whatever
cost.
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The Gift Maker is a ‘rich complex gem of a novel of
which David Lynch or Dennis Potter would be
proud…the reader is taken on a journey through fairy
tale, magic realism, gothic horror and allegory. A finely
written and magical book that you want to start reading
again as soon as you get to the end.’
‘I would place this author in the company of Poe,
Lovecraft and Gaiman – and he deserves to be there.’
‘it will be a book I will never ever forget … I couldn't put
it down although sometimes I really wanted to!’

Mark has published numerous stories and poems in magazines
and anthologies in the UK, Eire, and Italy, and in particular has
had several stories published in the celebrated Unthology series
(Unthank Books). His work has been broadcast on BBC Radio 4
and the BBC World Service. He has been shortlisted for literary
prizes, including the prestigious Bridport Prize. Currently living
in South Wales, Mark is also a musician and songwriter, and
some of his songs may be found here:
https://soundcloud.com/pumpstreetsongs
matthew@urbanepublications.com
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